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Fixing o f velon screen in the sluice gare
302 farm ers  including 66 furm w om cn have been 
trained  in  intensive prawn/fish cu lture during  1977 and 
1978. Stress is on  quality  o f  tra in ing  and  n o t  on  the  
num ber trained.
N o  certificate o r  d ip lom a is olTered to  tra inees and  
th e  K V K  will n o t  p ro d u ce  a  w hite<ol)arcd class.
The post- tra in ing  activities a re  closcly followed.
The K endra  h as  successfully demon<rtrated th rough  
th e ir  trainees th e  econom ic feasibility o f  pruw n culture 
in  the  h itherto  unutilised brackish w ater cana ls  am idst 
th e  coconu t groves o f  th e  Vypoen Island.
T h e  K V K  has been conducting  socio-econom ic sur­
vey o f  th e  locality  so  a s  to  identify t h e  prob lem s o f  the 
society, which w ou ld  help giving p roper o rien ta tion  
to  th e  deve lopm enta l p rogram m es. T h is  activity 
he lp s to  identify  t h e  constra in ts  encoun te red  and 
to  suggest rem edia l m easures as well as to  m odify  the  
tra in ing  programme!?.
colU’ction o f prawn seed from  surf
A  M an ag em en t C om m ittee  gives advice and 
guidance in  th e  working o f  K V K . W ith th e  
D irector o f  C M F R I  as th e  C h a irm an , th e  C o m ­
m ittee consis ts  o f  representatives o f  th e  D epartm en t 
o f  Fisheries. G ov t, o f  K era la  a n d  th e  K erala  A gricul­
tu ra l U niversity , progressive fa rm ers  and  farm -w om en 
and  local leaders, besides technical experts.
Published b y  the Officcr-in-chargc. K V K .  N arakka l 68230S 
on b eha lf o f  the D irector, C M F R I ,  Cochin-682018.
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T h e  K R IS H I  V IG Y A N  K E N D R A  for m aricu llu re 
u n d e r  th e  C en tra l M arine  Fisheries Research  Institu te  
w as established in  1976.
T h e  K V K  is based  on  th e  th ree  fundam ental p rinc i­
ples— production , w ork  experience (learning by doing) 
a n d  up-Iift o f  w eaker ru ra l population.
I t  is designed a n d  devoted  to  im p art need-based an d  
skill orien ted  vocational tra in in g  to  farm er fishermen 
w h o  in tend  to  go fo r  se lf-em ploym ent. T heir  back ­
g ro u n d  interests, needs an d  resources are  carefully c o n ­
sidered, a n d  the  syllabus and  tim e schedule a re  kept so 
m o b ile  as to  facilitate it.
T h e  operation  o f  K V K  is confined to  a  d istric t level. 
T his  is to  ensure clo.se an d  continu ing  contact with the  
trainees. Hcnce N arak k a l village (Vypecn island) in 
E rnaku lam  Dist. was chosen as the  ideal centre. T he  
i.sland has plenty o f  perennial and seasonal fields 
w here trad itiona l fish and  praw n filtration and  
padciy cultivation a re  being done. I t has unutilised 
sw am py are.is also where maricultui'e opera tions on  
scientific and com m ercial lines could be undertaken .
Eradication o f  predators
K.VK dissem inates th e  technical know -how  perfected 
by th e  C entral M a rin e  Fisheries R esearch  Institiite on 
th e  culture o f  m arin e  an d  b rack ish  w ate r  organism s, en­
suring a  ready  an d  regu la r  flow o f  scientific a n d  t'ichnica! 
in form ation  from  “ LAB T O  L A N D ”
Canals amidst coconut groves Collection o f  prawn seeds in the creeks
Collection o f  prawn seeds from low lying areas
T h e  problem s o f  th e  fishermen are  so complex th a t 
th e  K V K  intend."; developing g radua lly  practical facili­
ties for tra in ing  in all branches o f  agricultun: and allied 
fields, ap p rop ria te  to  th e  aqua tic  and  terrestrial ecosy­
stem  o f  th e  area.
T h e  trainees are  im parted  tra in ing  in  the identifi­
ca tio n  o f  praw ns, aspects o f  the ir  life history, breeding 
seasons, collection o f  spawners, breeding and  rearing 
techniques, collection o f  p ra w n  seeds from  nature , 
im provem en t in  trad itiona l p raw n  culture, classification 
and  selection o f  farm  site, cons tn ic tion  o f  farms, 
p re p a ra t io n  o f  fields fo r  stocking, removal o f  predators, 
scientific m ethods o f  stocking selected varieties, cu lturing  
them  a n d  harvesting them.
In th e  place o f  Ihe trad itiona l praw n filtration  
the  C M F R l  has been recom m end ing  a  type o f  intensive 
cu l tu re  by  selective s tock ing  o f  the  field fo r  longer 
periods o f  12 to  14 weeks ra th e r  th a n  filtering the  field 
every fo rtn igh t and  cap tu ring  u n d er-s ized  prawns.
